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GPCC  
Mission Statement 

 

Act as A Unified Voice of Business 
Dedicated to the Prosperity of all  

Commerce 
Leading to the Enhancement of  

the Quality of Life in our region and surrounding areas.  

Pocono Health System (PHS) and Lehigh Valley Health Network (LVHN) today announced they have signed an 
agreement for a full-asset merger, pending regulatory approvals. 

 
The PHS Board of Directors and LVHN Board of Trustees, in separate meetings this month, authorized the agreement.  
 
In May, the two organizations announced they had signed a letter of intent to merge subject to due diligence, the negotiation of 
definitive transaction documents and approval from regulators.  Pending completion of regulatory approvals, the parties expect 
the proposed merger to take effect in the first half of 2016. 
 
“This agreement takes us one step closer to realizing this merger,” said Jeff Snyder, FACHE, FHFMA, President and CEO of 
Pocono Health System. “It will bring continued growth and expansion in health care services for Poconos residents, providing 
them greater access to the highest-quality clinical care, the most sophisticated technology and advanced health records systems, 
and the largest and most experienced physician network in the area.”     
 
According to the terms in the agreement, LVHN anticipates developing with PHS a hospital of the future called Pocono Medical 
Center West in Pocono Township as was announced in late fall 2014 that incorporates the highest level of clinical competence to 
provide the highest quality care close to home.  The merged entity will also create ambulatory health centers, develop and grow 
essential clinical services, recruit primary care physicians and increase access to specialists. In addition, LVHN is committed to 
providing more integrated care to the Pocono region through population health management, which includes sharing a common 
electronic medical records system.  
 
Brian Nester, DO, MBA, FACOEP, LVHN’s president and CEO, said, “Pocono Health System is a highly-valued community 
hospital that cares deeply for the Pocono region. We, at Lehigh Valley Health Network, commend the leadership of Pocono 
Health System for their exceptional oversight of this vital community asset. We applaud their accomplishments and look 
forward to making a great system of care even better for our communities.”                             
 
The decision to merge builds upon a historical affiliation between the two organizations. They created partnerships that enabled 
the creation of a Trauma Center, provision of professional services in Radiation Oncology and Interventional Radiology and 
collaboration to provide services for the Monroe County Community Safety Program.  
 
Pocono Medical Center (PMC) became an accredited Trauma Center in November 2008 with Lehigh Valley Health Network 
serving as the Level I Trauma partner. An agreement with LVHN to provide Interventional Radiology services commenced 
shortly thereafter. Most recently, an agreement was reached to have LVHN provide the professional services in Radiation 
Oncology at the Dale and Frances Hughes Cancer Center beginning in March 2015. Also in 2015, Pocono Medical Center and 
the Children’s Hospital at Lehigh Valley Hospital announced a partnership with the Monroe County Community Safety 
Program to educate and provide services in areas that include child car seat safety, distracted driving and accident prevention.    
 
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                             (cont’d on page 8) 

PMC and LVHN Sign Agreement To Merge 
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 January 2016   
                   Calendar of Events 
 
     
January 8…….…...Government Relations/Public Policy  
                                  Committee -   
                                  8:00 a.m.- Stroud Township Municipal 
                                  Building - Stroudsburg 
January 11…...…..Education Committee  
       11:00 a.m. - GPCC  
January 11………..Business Card Exchange 
       5:30 p.m.-  Tavern on Main at the  
                                  Quality Inn - Stroudsburg 
January 12.…....…Women In Business Luncheon 
                                  Noon – Terraview at Stroudsmoor  
                                 Country Inn - Stroudsburg 
January 19...……..Women in Business Committee 
       8;30 a.m.- G.PCC   
January 22…….....Safe 80 Task Force   
                                  11:00 a.m.- Stroud Township  
                                  Municipal Building - Stroudsburg 
January 26…….…..Board of Directors  
                                  8:30 a.m..– ESU Innovative Center -  
                                  East Stroudsburg 
                   

                         

Members in the News 
 
 
The Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce recently recog-
nized A.Pickett Construction and Pickett Facilities 
Maintenance on celebrating 30 years in business. A.Pickett 
Construction Inc. opened in 1985 in Kingston and now 
builds commercial, industrial and institutional buildings 
throughout  Pennsylvania.  

Pickett Facilities Maintenance is a subsidiary of A.Pickett 
Construction Inc. and services all of Pennsylvania and 
Eastern Ohio. 
 
 
NCC Among Top 100 for Number of Degrees Granted in 
Five Fields 
 
In a national survey, Northampton Community College 
(NCC) has been listed in Community College Week as hav-
ing graduated the most students in the following academic 
areas in 2013-14: 
 
Communication, Journalism and Related Programs 
Communication Technology/Technicians and Support Ser-
vices 
Criminal Justice and Corrections 
Education 
Protective Services (homeland security, law enforcement, 
firefighting and related services) 
 
For more information on NCC’s academic programs, visit 
www.northampton.edu.   

 

 

LEADS WANTED!!!! 
If you are aware of a new or existing 

business in the Greater Pocono region 
that might be interested in learning 

more about the various benefits of cham-
ber membership, please contact  

Patricia Metzgar at 570.421.4433 or 
email to 

pmetzgar@greaterpoconochamber.com. 

21st annual A.Pickett Golf Tournament held at Fox Hill Country Club where 
A.Pickett donated $10,000 to Saint Jude’s Children’s Hospital. 
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Lewis J. Critelli, President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Wayne Bank is pleased to announce the promotion of 
Cheryl Wilkerson to Assistant Community Office Manager 
of the Stroud Mall location. 

 
According to Mr. Critelli, 
“Throughout her career at 
Wayne Bank, Cheryl has 
earned the respect and 
admiration of her custom-
ers and co-workers.  It 
gives me great pleasure to 
announce her promotion 
to Assistant Community 
Office Manager, knowing 
the people and businesses 
of the Stroudsburg area 
will continue to benefit 
from Cheryl’s expanded 
role at Wayne Bank.” 
 
Cheryl started her career 
with Wayne Bank 2007 as 

a part time Teller in the Stroud Mall Office. Cheryl has 
held several positions within that office and most recently 
held the title of Branch Specialist. Cheryl studied Business 
Administration at Ramapo College. 
 
 
Recently team members at Frailey Insurance and Fi-
nancial Services helped to load numerous gifts collected 
through the “Angels for Aging” Christmas tree project.  
These gifts were donated by clients, team members and 
the public.  It was the fifth year that Frailey Insurance 
and Financial Services partnered with this agency, and 
what a huge success it was.  Essentials to big-print books 
and bedroom slippers were on the list.   

“For the past five years we have supported Monroe County 
Area Agency on Aging during the Christmas holiday.  By 
doing so, we were able to enhance the quality of life of 
some Monroe County senior citizens age 60 and older.  We 
did this by picking a name off the tree and fulfilling their 2 

wishes.  We then wrapped the gifts, attached their name, 
and placed them under the tree.” says Josephine A. Fon-
tan, project coordinator.   
 
Wanda J. Nicolo, Aging Case Aid II, and Lauren O'Connor, 
Fiscal Technician, helped to load and distribute the gifts.  
“The Monroe County Area Agency on Aging is thrilled to 
accept the generosity of Frailey Insurance and Financial 
Services on behalf of older Monroe County residents. It’s 
just breathtaking to see the way your agency has blessed 
some of the seniors in our community.  Many individuals 
are low income and do not have resources for the extras 
that make this time of year special. These gifts bring cheer 
to the holidays for our consumers that may not have any 
other holiday enjoyment this year.” states Nicolo.  
 
If you would like the Frailey team to partner with your 
agency, you may contact the team at 570-421-7447. 
 
 
The Pennsylvania Trauma Systems Foundation recently 
announced that Pocono Medical Center has received its 
re-accreditation as a Level III Trauma Center, thereby 
meeting the strict requirements for quality, patient out-
comes, and education.  
 
The re-accreditation was granted based on a rigorous site 
survey conducted by the Pennsylvania Trauma Systems 
Foundation. Pocono Medical Center’s Trauma Center is 
dedicated to providing excellent, state-of-the-art trauma 
care to every patient, every day. Throughout the Common-
wealth, there are 34 accredited trauma centers and Pocono 
Medical Center continues to proudly remain the only Level 
III Trauma Center in the Commonwealth as well as the 
sole Trauma Center program for all of Monroe County, its 
166,314 residents, and surrounding communities.  
 
“As the only fully-accredited Level III Trauma Care Center 
in the state, Pocono Medical Center is unique in that it is 
equipped to provide life-saving care around the clock for all 
Monroe County residents and surrounding communities as 
well as offer a continuum of compassionate care,” said 
Larissa McNeill, Manager of the Trauma Program at Po-
cono Medical Center.  
 
The responsibilities of the program include the coordina-
tion, monitoring, and evaluation of the trauma patient to 
ensure compliance with all state and national standards. 
The trauma team is on duty 24 hours a day providing 
emergency care to injured patients, which includes initial 
evaluation, resuscitation, surgical care, management in 
our Nursing Units, and preparation to return each patient 
to their previous daily life activities.  
 
Our team is led by trauma surgeons who coordinate care 
with other specialists including orthopedic surgeons, plas-
tic and reconstructive surgeons, and any other specialty 
surgeons and providers who may be needed to care for spe-
cific injuries. “The specialized care and comprehensive 
resources of the Trauma program at Pocono Medical Cen-
ter are made possible through the support and commit-
ment of our highly-qualified staff. Our recent recognition 
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Cheryl Wilkerson 

From l to r: Sandy E. Haley, Lauren O'Connor, Yvonne L. Reitemeyer 
Wanda J. Nicolo, Peggie A. Livingston, Tanya C. Grant,  
Josephine A. Fontan, Yisela K. Contreras and Michael J. Frailey. 
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from U.S. News and World Report is not only indicative of 
our dedication to quality as an organization, but of our 
commitment to partnership including our local EMS pro-
viders whose service plays a vital role in PMC’s re-
accreditation as a Level III Trauma Center,” said Dr. 
David Scaff, Medical Director of the Pocono Medical Cen-
ter Trauma Center. The Pocono Medical Center trauma 
team also includes skilled professionals such as our local 
EMS partners and nursing staff along with many other 
integral departments throughout the entire health system. 
 
Pocono Medical Center became an accredited Trauma Cen-
ter in November 2008 with Lehigh Valley Health Network 
serving as the Level I Trauma partner. In 2015, Pocono 
Medical Center and the Children’s Hospital at Lehigh Val-
ley Hospital announced a partnership with the Monroe 
County Community Safety Program to educate and pro-
vide services involving child car seat safety, distracted 
driving education and accident prevention. 
 

Catholic Social Services of Monroe County will hold 
its 14th Annual Valentine’s  Celebration for Shepherd’s 
Maternity Home on Sunday, February 14, 2016, at Terra-
view at Stroudsmoor Country  Inn in Stroudsburg, PA.  
This annual event, entitled “A Celebration of Life,” raises 
awareness in the community of the ongoing dedication of 
Catholic Social Services to the Respect for Life. 
 
Shepherd’s Maternity Home is a non-denominational facil-
ity that provides shelter and caring for homeless, pregnant 
women and their babies.  This year’s event will begin at 2 
p.m. with a Social Hour, 
Hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar.  Dinner, a silent auction, 
and music and dancing will follow from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
This year’s honoree is Msgr. Joseph P. Kelly, retiring Di-
ocesan Secretary of Catholic Human Services and Execu-
tive Director of Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of 
Scranton.  For reservations, event information, or for fur-
ther information on Shepherd’s Maternity Home and other 
programs of Catholic Social Services,  please Email: 
dbrezna@csswb.org or Phone: (570) 822-7118, ext. 305, 
from 9 a.m. to noon daily. 
 
 
Pocono Medical Center recognizes that providing high-
quality care is dependent on coordination, teamwork and 
the support of its local EMS partners, which is why Pocono 
Medical Center awards its 6th Annual STEMI (Heart At-
tack) Cup to West End Community Ambulance Association 
(W.E.C.A.A.) for the quickest door-to-balloon time. 
 
West End Community Ambulance Association’s recent, 
award-winning door-to-balloon time, a phrase describing 
the moment the patient comes to the emergency room to 
the time the clogged artery is successfully opened with a 
stent or balloon, was an astonishing 22 minutes when de-
livering Glenn Green of Polk Township to Pocono Medical 
Center, “I commend them to the highest, they worked as a 
team. They gave me my life back,” said Green. Given the 
teamwork between Pocono Medical Center and 

W.E.C.A.A., Green was fortunate enough to have a second 
lease on life just in time for the holidays. “Everything went 
extremely well,” said Dr. Gordon Fried, Interventional 
Cardiologist and Vice Chief of the Cardiology Department 
at Pocono Medical Center who performed on Green, “It’s 
extremely important that people call 911 when experienc-
ing chest pains or other symptoms suggestive of a heart 
attack so that an EKG (electrocardiogram) is taken imme-
diately and transmitted to the emergency room. The 
STEMI system can then be activated so the artery can be 
opened sooner and decrease the amount of heart damage.”  
 
Pocono Medical Center’s Cardiac Cath Lab created the 
STEMI (ST elevation myocardial infarction) Cup competi-
tion as a means to acknowledge a local EMS provider with 
the fastest door-to-balloon time for a STEMI procedure, 
but most importantly to endorse the importance of pa-
tients contacting 911 when experiencing symptoms of a 
heart attack. “It’s an honor,” said CJ Dickinson, CEO of 
W.E.C.A.A., “As an organization, it means we are living up 
to high-quality care and our core values that we set out: 
pride, professionalism, and compassion.”  
 
Green made immediate contact with EMS while experienc-
ing symptoms suggestive of a heart attack, “Achieving im-
mediate emergency medical contact is a huge component of 
providing immediate care for the patient,” said John Polis-
han, Nurse Manager of the Cardiac Cath Lab/Rapid Treat-
ment Center at Pocono Medical Center.  
 

According to American Heart Association, the national 
goal for door-to-balloon time is less than 90 minutes. While 
the national average stands at 64.5 minutes, Pocono Medi-
cal Center’s cardiac cath lab’s average time is 4.5 minutes 
less, performing within 60 minutes. Pocono Medical Center 
is proud of its productivity, operating more efficiently than 
the national average, but they recognize that with the help 
of EMS, the results are much quicker, “The likelihood of a 
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From left: Brian Ulrich (Cardiovascular Interventional Specialist, PMC), 
Jeannine Leager (Cardiovascular Interventional Specialist, PMC), Dr. 
Gordon Fried (Interventional Cardiologist and Vice Chief of Cardiology 
Department at PMC) Glenn Green, Joe Fiorentino (EMT, WE.C.A.A.) Sue 
Leonard (Registered Nurse, PMC) Mary Grace Conklin (Registered Nurse, 
PMC) John Polishan (Nurse Manager of the Cardiac Cath Lab/Rapid Treat-
ment Center, PMC)  
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faster door-to-balloon time when calling 911 is significant 
because EMS will notify the cardiac cath lab of a patient 
ahead of time so staff can prepare for the incoming pa-
tient,” said Mary Grace Conklin, Registered Nurse in the 
Cardiac Cath Lab at Pocono Medical Center. 
 
Pocono Medical Center’s cardiac services have received 
multiple accolades and recognitions regarding its quality 
service and high-performing capabilities from nationally-
acclaimed organizations such as U.S. News and World Re-
port as a “High Performing” hospital in both heart failure 
and heart bypass surgery care for the year 2015-2016. The 
ESSA Heart and Vascular Center at Pocono Medical Cen-
ter was also named a Blue Distinction Center+® in the 
area of Cardiac Care as part of the Blue Distinction Cen-
ters for Specialty Care® program by Blue Cross of North-
eastern Pennsylvania. 
 

 
CarolLee Kidd, President of 
CLK Transcription, Inc., has 
been accepted as a member of 
the National Association of 
Professional Women (NAPW), 
the leading organization for 
women’s personal and profes-
sional empowerment. 
 
“I’m proud to become part of 
this prestigious organization,” 
says Kidd, a longtime A Pocono 
Country Place, Tobyhanna, 
Pennsylvania resident. “The 
NAPW is the largest, most-
recognized national networking 
organization of professional 

women in the country. I’ve worked hard to be the type of 
business owner whom they select for membership.” 
 
In 2007, Kidd founded CLK Transcription, Inc. (CLK). For 
many years prior, she had been a document specialist in 
the banking, brokerage, and health care fields. CLK pro-
vides both medical and non-medical transcription service 
for clients throughout the U.S. and the world. While she 
provides service worldwide, Kidd stresses that all her 
workers are located in the United States. 
 
In addition to two full-time employees, Kidd employs over 
36 independent contractors regularly, and—during busy 
times—up to 60. Her contractors are both women and men, 
and many are veterans, disabled, single mothers, or those 
who also work other jobs as well. 
 
“I love what I do for a number of reasons,” says Kidd. “I 
learn something every day. I am able to help my clients get 
their projects done by providing the transcriptions they 
need. 
 
“I also really enjoy helping others work and earn money. 
Knowing that I am helping American business owners 
realize their potential--that is truly a gift.”   
 

For more information about CarolLee Kidd or CLK Tran-
scription, Inc., call 570-216-4628 or visit 
www.CLKTranscription.com. 
 
 
Graduates of Northampton Community College’s reg-
istered nursing program achieved the highest pass rate 
among all of the associate degree nursing programs in the 
state.  All of the NCC nursing graduates who took the 
exam in 2014-15 passed on the first attempt.  The average 
pass rate across the state was 87.17%, slightly above the 
national average of 84.18%.   
 
Graduates of Northampton’s licensed practical nursing 
program also exceeded state and national averages with a 
pass rate of 92% compared to 82.08% in Pennsylvania and 
81.18% nationwide. 
 
Many of the nurses employed in hospitals, doctors’ offices 
and nursing homes in the Lehigh Valley and the Poconos 
began their education at Northampton.  More than 3200 
registered nurses and licensed practical nurses have 
graduated from Northampton since 1967. 
 
“This year’s graduates should be very proud of them-
selves,” says Mary Jean Osborne, the director of NCC’s 
nursing programs. “First-time National Council Licensure 
Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN) pass 
rates are an essential measurement of educational qual-
ity. The pass rate of our RN and LPN graduates reflects 
the united efforts of faculty, support staff, clinical part-
ners, and the students themselves to prepare nurses for 
safe, competent practice in our increasingly complex 
healthcare environment. 
 
 
Resort Certification to Serve Growing Second-Home 
and Resort Market 
 
To better serve the growing second-home and resort real 
estate sector, a certification for REALTORSÒ  called the 
Resort and Second-Home Property Specialist 
(RSPS) is offered by the National Association of REAL-
TORSÒ . This certification program was launched in Janu-
ary 2006 and Jeff and Heather have had the certification 
since 2007. 
 
According to an NAR survey, more than 140,000 REAL-
TORSÒ  currently work in resort area and second home 
markets. 
 
“The RSPS certification program recognizes the vitality of 
the second home market,” said Dennis Johnson, 2007 chair 
of the NAR Resort & Second-Home Committee. “Serving 
the resort and vacation real estate market has come of age 
at a time when the second home market has never been 
stronger and savvy buyers increasingly demand the exper-
tise of a real estate professional with proven knowledge of 
resort and second-home market conditions.” 
The program consists of two core courses and two electives. 
REALTORSÒ  or consumers interested in learning more 
about the program may log on to www.Realtor.org/Resort 

CarolLee Kidd 



or contact NAR Resort Specialties at 800/874-6500, Ext. 
8393. 
 
A NAR study of second-home buyers showed substantial 
growth in the second-home market. The study indicated 
that investment property and vacation homes make up a 
significant portion of the overall housing market, account-
ing for more than one-third of residential transactions. 
Acquiring a second home has grown in popularity over the 
last 10 years and in particular since 2003. Sales of second 
homes increased 16 percent in 2004 from the year before. 
NAR also estimates in a study of second-home owners that 
the typical vacation-home owner is 59 years old, while the 
median age of the investment property owner is 55. 
 
(Updated July 2015) 
Vacation home sales boomed in 2014 to above their most 
recent peak level in 2006, while investment purchases fell 
for the fourth straight year. For transactions in 2014, va-
cation-home sales catapulted to an estimated 1.13 million 
last year and vacation sales were up 57.4 percent from 
717,000 in 2013. Investment-home sales in 2014 decreased 
7.4 percent to an estimated 1.02 million in 2014 from 1.10 
million in 2013. Owner-occupied purchases fell 12.8 per-
cent to 3.23 million last year from 3.70 million in 2013. 
The sales estimates are based on responses from nearly 
2,000 U.S. adults who purchased a residential property in 
2014, and exclude institutional investment activity. In this 
field guide, you will find information on the activity in the 
vacation/second home market as well as tips on working 
with the vacation/second home buyer.  
 
 
College Cash Consulting will be hosting several free, no
-obligation college planning seminars for parents and 
guardians. The first seminar was held on November 19 
and was well attended.  Because receiving a college educa-
tion can cost thousands more than it should, these hour-
long seminars will help avoid overpaying.  College Cash 
Consulting offers individualized and comprehensive col-
lege planning for students and their parents/guardians.  
As an added bonus for parents who attend,  their 9th and 
10th grade students will be eligible for $500 in tuition cred-
its through the SAGE program.  These credits are redeem-
able at hundreds of private colleges nationwide. 
 
The seminars will teach the steps to take now to save on 
the cost of college, maximize aid and build a plan to protect 
your life savings and retirement. 
 
January 21 seminar will simplify the entire FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid) which is crucial for 
all student aid and grants.  Topics covered include under-
standing the difference between Merit Based Aid and Need 
Based Aid, step-by-step walk through the FAFSA process, 
the CSS Profile Form and SAR, Award Letters, and the 
different  loans available. 
 
The hour long seminars will begin at 7:00 p.m. at: Better 
Homes & Gardens Business Campus, 7164 Rte 209, 
Stroudsburg 18360.  Please pre-register at 
Tom@CollegeCashConsulting.com or 570-445-4244 
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Frailey Insurance and Finan-
cial Services is proud to an-
nounce Alt has joined the team as 
an Associate Agent. 
 
For the past 13 years Alt, a fully 
licensed Financial Professional, 
has been helping people grow and 
use their financial resources to 
reach their most cherished goals.  
In recent years he’s added Auto-
mobile, Homeowner and Commer-
cial insurance to his portfolio 
which already included a full 
suite of Investment vehicles as 

well as Life and Health Insurance.  “This will enable Gary 
to provide our members with a complete solution to their 
financial and insurance needs and protect what matters 
most,” states Michael J. Frailey, CEO, Frailey Insurance 
and Financial Services. 
 
Alt currently resides in the Poconos with his wife Judy, 
and has three grown children.  His greatest love is music, 
and also enjoys baseball and golf. 
 
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t  G a r y , 
altg1@nationwide.com, or 570-421-7447 x225. 
 
 
AAA North Penn, along with the Pennsylvania AAA Fed-
eration, the state association of AAA clubs in Pennsylvania 
representing over 3.1 million member motorists, supports 
House Bill 1551, referred to the House Transportation 
Committee in late-September and the subject of a House 
Transportation Committee hearing today.  
 
House Bill 1551 (Rep. Schlossberg, D-Leigh) has intro-
duced legislation to require children under the age of one 
to be secured in a rear-facing car seat while traveling in a 
vehicle. 
 
“AAA strongly supports Representative Schlossberg’s 
House Bill 1551 with an amendment to require all infants 
and toddlers to ride in a rear-facing safety seat until they 
are 2 years of age,” said Ted Leonard, Executive Director, 
Pennsylvania AAA Federation.  “Industry research clearly 
shows infants and toddlers should continue to ride rear-
facing until they reach the highest weight or height recom-
mended by the manufacturer of the seat.” 
 
Although child passenger safety has dramatically evolved 
over the past decade, motor vehicle crashes continue to be 
the leading cause of death of children 4 years and 
older.  The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), in a 
policy update published in Pediatrics in April 2011, ad-
vised parents to keep their toddlers in rear-facing cars 
seats until age 2, or until they reach the maximum height 
and weight for their seat.  It also advises that most chil-
dren will need to ride in a belt-positioning booster seat 
until they have reached 4 feet 9 inches tall and are be-
tween 8 and 12 years of age. 
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The previous policy, from 2002, advised that it is safest for 
infants and toddlers to ride rear-facing up to the limits of 
the car seat, but also cited age 12 months and 20 pounds 
as the minimum.  As a result, many parents turned the 
seat to face the front of the car when their child turned 
1.  Dr. Dennis Durbin, lead author of the Academy techni-
cal report, stated, “A rear-facing child safety seat does a 
better job of supporting the head, neck and spine of infants 
and toddlers in a crash because it distributes the force of 
the collision over the entire body.” 
 
“Numerous studies confirm that children are safer in rear-
facing car seats, as they do a better job protecting the 
head, neck and spine of an infant during the impact of a 
crash,” said Jana L. Tidwell, Manager of public and Gov-
ernment Affairs for AAA Mid-Atlantic.  “Crashes are often 
outside parents’ control; however, properly securing a 
small child in a vehicle should be a parent’s number one 
priority. Therefore AAA strongly encourages the Pennsyl-
vania House Transportation Committee to amend HB 1551 
to correspond with guidelines from the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, rear facing until children are two years old, 
the safest way to transport a child.” 
 
In Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania State Police report on 
the Thanksgiving holiday weekend crashes and fatalities 
noted 318 motorists were cited for not securing children in 
child safety seats.  While parents would not consciously 
endanger their child passengers, they may not be aware of 
the best way to keep them safe.  Laws influence parents 
and increase public awareness.  Oklahoma and New Jer-
sey have both enacted laws this year to codify the rear-
facing seat recommendation. 
 
AAA strongly supports amending HB 1551 to correspond 
with the guidelines from the American Academy of Pediat-
rics (AAP): All infants and toddlers should ride in a rear 
facing car seat until they are at least two years of age or 
until they reach the highest weight or height allowed by 
their car seat’s manufacturer.  
 
AAA urges Pennsylvania lawmakers to utilize Child Pas-
senger Safety research by the AAP, NHTSA, the NTSB 
and others to increase motor vehicle safety for our young-
est of passengers by amending HB 1551 with a two-year 
requirement and passing the bill. 
 
 
Wealth Strategies & Management LLC (WS&M) is 
pleased to announce that company co-owner David Dahan 
CRPC® has received the Accredited Investment Fiduci-
ary® (AIF®) designation. This title signifies his training 
and ability to implement industry-recognized standards of 
prudent investment procedures into his own investment 
practices as well as the ability to advise others on imple-
menting proper investment policies and procedures. 
 
 “The education and enhanced training I have received as 
an AIF® designee furthers the mission of WS&M to pro-
vide its client base with a comprehensive and knowledge-
based suite of financial services. The Fiduciary standard is 
increasingly important in our industry and WS&M is 
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proud to be the first to offer it in Stroudsburg, PA,” ex-
presses Dahan.  
 
Dahan has more than 23 years of experience in the finan-
cial services industry. Prior to becoming a founding part-
ner of WS&M, Dahan spent 20 years with Morgan Stanley 
Smith Barney in their Stroudsburg, PA, based offices. Da-
han is a graduate of Boston College’s School of Manage-
ment with a degree in Finance & Management Informa-
tion Systems. He has also graduated from Lawrenceville 
School and is a Charted Retirement Planning® Counselor 
from the College of Financial Planning. 
 
Concludes Dahan, “I look forward to putting my 
AIF® designee training into practice at WS&M for the 
betterment of our clients and our company as a whole.” 
 

 
Local physician Joseph 
McGinley, DO, has joined the 
primary care provider team at 
St. Luke’s University 
Health Network as St. 
Luke’s Lehighton Family 
Practice. 
 
Dr. McGinley, a resident of 
Lehighton, PA, specializes in 
care for the entire family and 
treats infants to seniors as 
part of his medical practice. 
He focuses on preventive and 
routine care, as well as moni-
toring and treatment for 
acute and chronic health con-
ditions.  As an established 
local physician, Dr. McGinley 

will continue to provide care in the existing practice loca-
tion at 856 Interchange Road, Lehighton. 
 
 “I am honored to care for my patients in Lehighton and 
the surrounding community,” said Dr. McGinley. “I am 
committed to providing the same quality and compassion-
ate care to our community as a part of the St. Luke’s fam-
ily of providers.” 
 
Dr. McGinley earned his Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
and his Master of Biomedical Sciences at the Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine in Philadelphia, PA. He 
completed his medical residencies at St. Luke’s Allentown 
Campus and completed his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biology at DeSales University in Center Valley, PA. 
 
New patients are welcome! To schedule an appointment, 
please call 610-377-9020. Office hours are as follows: Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 10 am – 7 pm and Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 am – 5 pm. 
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Joseph McGinley, DO 



(cont’d from Front Cover) 
 
Pocono Medical Center is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
this year in East Stroudsburg. With more than 230 
physicians and 2,000 employees, it is one of Monroe 
County’s largest employers, offering a full complement of 
clinical and acute care services for Monroe and 
surrounding communities.  It was recently recognized as 
being among the top 10% in Pennsylvania and as a Best 
Regional Hospital by U.S. News & World Report. Pocono 
Medical Center’s ESSA Heart and Vascular Institute offers 
the full breadth and depth of cardiovascular services, 
including diagnostic cardiac catheterization and 
angioplasty, open-heart surgery, and minimally invasive 
heart procedures, as well as vascular surgery and cardiac 
rehabilitation services. The Dale and Frances Hughes 
Cancer Center at PMC offers a variety of treatments and 
alternatives, including state-of-the-art radiation 
therapy.  Pocono Medical Center is a fully accredited Level 
III Trauma Center.                                                      
 

Lehigh Valley Health Network includes five hospital 
campuses - three in Allentown including the region's only 
facility dedicated to orthopedic surgery, one in Bethlehem 
and one in Hazleton, Pa.; 13 health centers caring for 
communities in five counties; over 130 primary and 
specialty care physician practices throughout the region; 
pharmacy, imaging, home health services and lab services; 
and preferred provider services through Valley 
Preferred.   Specialty care includes: trauma care at the 
region’s busiest, most-experienced trauma center treating 
adults and children, burn care at the regional Burn 
Center, kidney and pancreas transplants; perinatal/
neonatal, cardiac, cancer care, and neurology and complex 
neurosurgery capabilities including national certification 
as a Comprehensive Stroke Center.  Children’s Hospital at 
Lehigh Valley Hospital, the only children’s hospital in the 
region, provides care in 28 specialties and general 
pediatrics. Lehigh Valley Health Network has been 
recognized by US News & World Report for 20 consecutive 
years as one of America’s Best Hospitals and is a national 
Magnet hospital for excellence in nursing.  Lehigh Valley 
Health Network’s Cancer Center is the only cancer center 
in the region to have been selected as a National Cancer 
Center Community Cancer Centers Program (NCCCP, 
2010-14). Additional information is available at lvhn.org 
and by following us on facebook.com/LVHealthNetwork 
and twitter.com/LVHN. 
 

Northampton Community College’s Northeast 
Forensic Training Center will host Police Symbology: Drug 
Trafficking, Violent Extremists & Anti-Police Movement 
Identifiers on Friday, Jan. 15, from 8 a .m.-5 p.m. The 
program introduces law enforcement, security 
professionals and educators to drug trafficking 
organizations, anti-police groups and violent extremist 
identifiers found on vehicles, websites, social media, at 
protests, crime scenes and in prisons.  
Attendees will be trained on identifying the emblems, 
flags, patches, tattoos, graffiti, jewelry, hand signs, 
clothing, masks and gestures of narco-cults, anti-police 
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movements, cyber armies and designated terrorist 
organizations. Training on symbolic analysis, threat 
assessment and the significance of symbolic evidence for 
identification, interdiction, intelligence, investigation and 
countering violent extremism will be covered.  
 
The program will be held at the Fowler Family Southside 
Center, Room 605. The fee is $20. Lunch (1 hour) is on 
your own.  
 
For more information or to register, visit 
Northampton.edu/lifelearn and type FRNSC125 in the 
search box. For questions, call 610-332-6596. 
 
 

 
 
Ribbon Cutting 
 
PMC’s Mountainhome Primary Care Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pocono Medical Center recently celebrated the addition of 
their Primary Care Office in Mountainhome on December 
10, a true community medical center, to the Physician 
Associates Network. This location, formerly the H.A. 
Tattersall Medical Center, offers comprehensive primary 
care, accessible to all families and residents of Barrett 
Township. The newly-renovated handicap-accessible 
building has 6 exam rooms and a lab room.  
 
To schedule an appointment with a doctor, call 1-866-PMC
-DOCS.  
 
 

 
 

 



Business Card Exchange 
 
The Business Card Exchange was held on December 14th 
at Top of the World Restaurant in Bushkill.   

The next Business Card Exchange will be held on Monday, 
January 11th at Tavern on Main at the Quality Inn in 
Stroudsburg.   
 
Sponsorships are available for future business card ex-
changes. For more information, please contact the Cham-
ber at 570.421.4433. 
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Women in Business  
The December Women in Business luncheon, sponsored by 
Ranelli Williams of 5 Linx, was held at the beautiful Cam-
elback Lodge in Tannersville.  After the luncheon we did 
our traditional ornament exchange.  

The next luncheon will be held at Terraview at 
Stroudsmoor Country Inn on  Tuesday, January 12th. The 
topic “New Year, New You” will be presented by Adrienne 
Primrose of Blissful Existence and is being sponsored by 
Mike Riley of Heartland Payment Systems.  

For more information on upcoming WIB lunches, to donate 
a door prize, or to sponsor a luncheon, please contact 
Miriam Conway at 570.421.4433.   
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Business Card Exchange 
and other Sponsorships 

Available for 2016! 
 

We are also looking for a 
business who would like to 

host a Business Card  
Exchange. 

 
Please contact  

Pat Metzgar at the  
Chamber at 570.421.4433  

Networking at Top of the World Restaurant in Bushkill 

Ranelli Williams, 5 Linx - Luncheon Sponsor 

Women in Business Luncheon at Camelback Lodge 



Welcome New Members 
 

The following new members are not listed in the 2014-2015 Membership Directory & Buyer’s Guide.  
Please be sure to add this page to your copy of the Directory.  
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Better Homes and Gardens Real Es-
tate Wilkins & Associates 
Christine A. Wilkins 
BHG Business Campus, 7164 Route 209 
Stroudsburg, PA  18360 
570.421.8950 
570.421.4514 
cwilkins@wilkins1.com 
www.bhgwilkins.com or 
www.nepamgmt.com 
REAL ESTATE 
 
 
Comprehensive Family Practice 
Mary Ann Raiola 
3361 Route 611 - Suite 2 
Bartonsville, PA  18321 
570.619.0080 
570.619.0082 
drkipervas@yahoo.com 
www.drkipervas.net 
PHYSICIANS-FAMILY PRACTICE 
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Executive Committee 
John Holahan  - Chairman of the Board 
George Roberts - First Vice Chairman 
Debi Cope  - Treasurer 
Conrad Schintz -  Secretary 
Doug Olmstead -  Assistant Secretary 
Mike Katz - Past Chairman 

Staff 
Robert Phillips - President/CEO 
Patricia Metzgar - Vice President, Operations/Development 
Miriam Conway - Executive Assistant 
Georgia Strunk  - Office Assistant 

Board of Directors    

 
 
 
 

     

            
                 
                                         Visit us at www.greaterpoconochamber.com                                                 
 
 

Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce 
552 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360-2093 
 
Phone: (570) 421-4433 
Fax:     (570) 424-7281 
URL: http://www.greaterpoconochamber.com 
 
“The Voice of Business in the Poconos”  
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Madeline Anderson 
Michael Baxter 
Brandie Belanger 
Rich Berkowitz 
Vinny Bianchi 
William Blake 
Denise Cebular 
Bill Colavito 
Alex Grum 
Tony Konn 
Chris Kurtz 
James McClure 
Philip Pope 

Matthew Rumph 
Linda Salas-Mamary 
Tom Sforza 
William Skinner 
Jeff Snyder 
Marc Troutman 
Dr. Marcia G. Welsh  
Carl Wilgus 
Theresa Yocum  
 


